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An esteemed member of the community,
Mr. Marzullo served as a visiting professor at
the Graduate School of Public Administration
at California State University, San Bernardino,
where he has lectured and led graduate semi-
nars in Land Use Planning, Public Policy Anal-
ysis and Economic Development, and Local
Development Finance. He also became a
member of the Board of Directors and later
the President of the Board for the Bethlehem
House, a shelter and program for victims of
domestic violence.

Mr. Speaker, for more than two decades,
Emil Marzullo has served the people of San
Bernardino County well in a variety of impor-
tant capacities, and the county will benefit
from his accomplishments for many genera-
tions to come. Please join me in thanking him
for his dedicated public service, and wishing
him well as he takes a well-deserved retire-
ment.

TRIBUTE TO LARRY McCOOL

HON. MARION BERRY

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 2, 2004

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding citizen; | am
proud to recognize Larry Allen McCool in the
Congress. His recent death was a great loss
to his community, his family, his state and this
nation.

Larry McCool was born in Kosciusko, Mis-
sissippi. He earned an education degree and
taught history in a Jackson, MS, high school.
When he wasn’t teaching, he traveled around
the country buying and selling unusual an-
tigues and collectibles. Mr. McCool ended his
teaching career in the early 1970s to pursue
his own dreams and opened a shop in Jack-
son where he realized his potential in apprais-
ing antiques.

A four-time president of the Mississippi Auc-
tioneers Association and president of the Na-
tional Auctioneer's Association (NAA), Mr.
McCool was a self-taught auctioneer who be-
came one of the industry’s foremost authori-
ties on the appraisal and sale of antiques, fine
arts and antebellum real estate. He continually
pushed NAA to improve educational programs,
increase its membership and revenues, and,
most importantly, widen the charities NAA
supported.

Despite his drive and dedication to
auctioneering, Mr. McCool will be most re-
membered for his passion for charity auctions.
On the day of his passing, he had planned to
conduct an auction for a children’s cancer
fund, one of the many charities for which he
raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for
more than 25 years. Mr. McCool was named
honorary chairman for the Hinds County chap-
ter of the American Cancer Society, worked
for the American Heart Association and volun-
teered his time to numerous charitable groups
over the years.

On behalf of Congress, | extend my deepest
sympathies to Mr. McCool's family and grati-
tude for the countless hours he spent serving
others. He leaves a legacy of accomplishment
in the industry as well as inspiring memories
for those who knew him.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to honor the efforts of the Depart-
ment of Missouri Veterans of Foreign Wars. In
March 2003, this group launched the “Hidden
Heroes” project to provide direct support to
the families of deployed Missouri National
Guardsmen and Reservists.

The “Hidden Heroes” program has made a
real difference. In the first year of the program,
families have been guests at dinners, ban-
quets, and picnics. At the Christmas parties
for the Air Force Reserve 442nd Whiteman Air
Force Base and the Army National Guard
1139th MPs, hundreds of toys were provided
to the children of those serving. The Depart-
ment of Missouri Veterans of Foreign Wars
has also provided concert and sporting event
tickets to family members. The efforts have
helped to lift the spirits of these families.

The “Hidden Heroes” program has also
helped to provide these families with food and
other household products. When National
Guard and Reserve members are deployed,
their family incomes often fall by fifty percent
or more. The Armories across Missouri partici-
pating in this pantry program are alleviating
some of the financial strain experienced by
these families that have already given so
much.

Mr. Speaker, the Department of Missouri
Veterans of Foreign Wars have identified a
need and are rallying resources to address it.
| am sure my fellow Members will join me in
thanking them for the service they continue to
offer to this country.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF THE SER-
VITUDE AND EMANCIPATION AR-
CHIVAL RESEARCH CLEARING
HOUSE (SEARCH) ACT OF 2004

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 2, 2004

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to in-
troduce the Servitude and Emancipation Archi-
val Research Clearing House (SEARCH) Act
of 2004, companion legislation to S. 1292
sponsored by Senator LANDRIEU. This bill
would authorize the creation of a national
database of servitude and emancipation
records within the National Archives.

For most Americans, researching their
genealogical history involves searching
through municipal birth, death, and marriage
records—most of which have been properly
archived as public historical documents. How-
ever, African Americans in the United States
face a unique challenge when conducting
genealogical research.

Current records of emancipation and slavery
are frequently inaccessible, poorly catalogued,
and inadequately preserved from decay. In-
stead of looking up wills, land deeds, birth and
death certificates, and other traditional genea-
logical research documents, African Ameri-
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cans must often try to identify the name of
former slave owners, hoping that the owners
kept records of pertinent information such as
births and deaths.

Although some states and localities have
undertaken efforts to collect these documents
with varying degrees of success, there is no
national effort to preserve these pieces of pub-
lic and personal history or to make them read-
ily and easily accessible to all Americans.
While entities like Howard University and the
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Cul-
ture Library have extensive African American
archives, the SEARCH Act would create a
centralized database for these historic records.
This database would be administered by the
Archivist of the United States as part of the
National Archives.

Finally, the SEARCH Act would also author-
ize funding for States, colleges, and univer-
sities, to preserve, catalogue, as well as index
servitude and emancipation records locally. It
would make available up to $5 million for the
National Historical Publications and Records
Commission to establish and maintain the na-
tional database, as well as $5 million in grants
for States and academic institutions to con-
serve local records of servitude and emanci-
pation.

| believe that this legislation will be a very
important step in resurrecting the rich history
of African Americans and the vital role that
they played in building America. | urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor the SEARCH Act as not
only a means by which their constituents can
trace their lineage, but also as a means by
which we can preserve historically comprehen-
sive and accurate information for generations
to come.

———

IN MEMORY OF ELIEZER
SCHWARTZ

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 2, 2004

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in memory of Eliezer Schwartz, and
in anticipation of the Elie Schwartz Memorial
Baldwin Classic Basketball game being held in
his honor on Sunday, April 11.

| never had the opportunity to meet Elie, but
the number of relatives, friends, and commu-
nity members who will attend the basketball
game represent a testament to the special
young man he was. The son of Rabbi
Gershon Schwartz and Dr. Shuly Rubin
Schwartz, Elie was raised with a strong, un-
equivocal connection to the Jewish commu-
nity. From his involvement in United Syna-
gogue Youth, to his dedication to Israel, to his
education at Brandeis University, Elie was a
favorite among both his peers and adults.

Ten years ago, Elie was the driving force
behind the Baldwin Classic, a 3—on-3 basket-
ball tournament that became an annual event.
It is quite appropriate that this year's game,
the first since Elie’s passing in November, be
held in his honor, and the proceeds benefit the
newly established Eliezer Schwartz Memorial
Scholarship Fund of the METNY Region of
usy.

Mr. Speaker, the contributions Elie made to
our community in his short lifetime will not be
forgotten. | know this year's Baldwin Classic
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